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SUMMER IN EXTREMADURA AND THE GREDOS FOR JULIE AND GEOFF
Casa Rural El Recuerdo and Birding Extremadura

31 May — 8" June 2026

Itinerary

31 May 2026: Pick up from Madrid
1** June 2026: Jaraicejo heath, Casatejada and Monfragiie

2"¢ June 2026: River Guadiana at Don Benito, south of Mérida, Roman Bridge at Mérida and
Alcollarin

3™ June 2026: Villuercas peak, Castafiar de Ibor, Trujillo

4 June 2026: Arrocampo Reservoir, Ramacastafias, Pico Pass

5t June 2026: Plataforma de los Gredos, Tormes River, pines below the Parador
6" June 2026: La Covatilla, River Tormes at Navalcepeda

7t June 2026: River Tormes near Hoyos del Espino, Viewpoint to east, Parador Pines and
walk to east of Parador.

8™ June 2026: Return to Madrid



TRIP REPORT
31 May 2026: Pick up from Madrid

Martin met Julie and Geoff outside Terminal One of Madrid airport at 11.00 and we headed off
straightway on the motorway to Extremadura, seeing Monk Parakeets crossing the ring road as
we did so. It was a hot and sunny day and the outbound traffic from Madrid on a Sunday was
very light, so we made excellent progress. The Gredos Mountains lay to our north, and
although a little bit hazy, we could see some patches of snow still on the peaks. Once inside
Extremadura, we pulled over for a bit to eat near Saucedilla and then proceeded to Martin’s
favourite dragonfly pool near Casatejada. Here we spent an hour or so before the heat of the
late afternoon, encouraged us back to the car and onward to base. It was a productive visit
though with great views of several dragonfly species including Violet Dropwing, Northern
Banded Groundling, Broad Scarlet and several delightful White Featherlegs. Bee-eaters
swopped over the water, doubtless also interested in dragonflies, and we saw Black and
Griffon Vultures, and both Red and Black Kites.

Once at Casa Rural El Recuerdo, where Claudia was there to welcome us, it was an opportunity
for a rest before dinner and an evening walk afterwards, with Nightingales coming out to feed
on the sides of the road.

1 June 2026: Jaraicejo heath, Casatejada and Monfragiie

It was again a hot and sunny day, with the temperature reaching the high thirties by mid-
afternoon. We drove first to the heath and cork oak groves north of Jaraicejo. Here we had a
lovely walk, with bird activity constantly around us. The Thekla Larks were especially active and
so were the Dartford Warblers. At the edge of the woodland, we came across our first Western
Orphean Warblers and during the course of our stay we had some excellent views of birds
singing and foraging. Turtle Doves were calling constantly too, but we only managed to see a



bird in flight. Further along on the heath we had a tremendous view of a male Spectacled
Warbler in song, at times perched alongside a Dartford Warbler.

After coffee nearby, we returned to the pool near Casatejada to look at the dragonflies, despite
revisiting the site less than 24 hours afterwards, we added two new species: an ovipositing
Green Hooktail and an Epaulet Skimmer. The number and density of Violet Dropwings was
very high, and they aggressively saw off intruders of other species from their patches.

We drove through to the Monfragiie National Park and had our picnic in the shade of the picnic
area at Villareal de San Carlos. We were entertained by glimpses of Golden Orioles, but at one
moment, when a passing truck disturbed them, perhaps seven flew out of the same tree!
Nearby was a small pond with a lovely selection of dragonflies and damselflies including Dainty
Bluet and Broad-bodied Chaser. A couple of Viperine Snakes were also present. A fine female
Red Deer walked by and plonked herself down in a secluded mud hollow.

We completed our visit in the shade woodland of the Fuente de Frances, where we had
sightings of Alpine Swift amongst the throngs of House Martins. Butterflies there were
interesting with Two-tailed Pasha, Spanish Purple Hairstreak and Nettle-tree Butterfly being
just a selection.

2"¢ June 2026: River Guadiana at Don Benito, south of Mérida, Roman Bridge at Mérida and
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It was slightly less hot today, with a freshening breeze and some high cloud cover. We drove
along a country road to Santa Cruz de la Sierra before joining the motorway and then crossing
the irrigated arable land beyond Miajadas. We took a highway southward to the outskirts of
Don Benito. Here we walked along a levee between the Guadiana River and old gravel
workings, with gallery woodland of eucalyptus and willow. The place was alive with Golden
Orioles, whilst some Alpine Swifts glided overhead. Nightingales sang from the undergrowth,
and we had short views of a Penduline Tit. Two juvenile Black-crowned Night Herons flew



from their roost. Eventually we managed to get a succession of views of our target: Western
Olivaceous Warbler, giving short bursts of song, usually from cover. Tree Sparrows were also
present at the edge of the river.

We then moved south of Mérida to a gravelly area of scrub, tamarisk, poplars and eucalyptus.
Here too we had views of a Western Olivaceous Warbler. A fine Booted Eagle made a stoop in
the distance, causing consternation amongst the Iberian Magpies. An Epaulet Skimmer was
also seen.

After coffee beside the Roman Bridge in Mérida, we enjoyed an hour or so of watching three
species of swift: Alpine, Pallid and Common at very close quarters. Purple and Grey Herons
passed over, along with Glossy Ibis and Cattle Egrets. We had a good view of a perched
Hoopoe and Golden Orioles were calling from the parkland on either side of the river. After
our picnic in the park, we then drove back to base for a rest.

After dinner, we went to the nearby Alcollarin Reservoir. Although the Red-necked Nightjars
failed to make an appearance (perhaps it was too windy), we watched at least three species of
bat and had lovely views of an Iberian Hare in our headlights.

3™ June 2026: Villuercas peak, Castafiar de Ibor, Trujillo

The wind had eased, so we enjoyed a perfect day for the Villuercas Mountains, although it
became hot by the afternoon. We drove south-east, through Zorita and past Logrosan and
Canamero, and finally past Guadalupe, to start our steep ascent to the peak of the Villuercas
Mountains. This took us through one, sweet chestnut and Pyrenean oak woodland, before we
entered the scrubby heathland near the peak. This was dominated by stunted, almost elfin
Pyrenean oak and ericaceous species. We took in the superb views from the peak over much of
Extremadura and beyond. There was not a soul and the silence was incredible, broken only by



the song of Rock Buntings, Black Redstarts, chitterings of House Martins and Crag Martins, the
wheezy notes of Red-rumped Swallows and some distant Red-billed Choughs. Butterflies at
that altitude included several Wall Brown, Queen of Spain Fritillary and a smart Purple-shot
Copper. We also had good views of two juvenile Ocellated Lizards and a couple of Geniez’s
Wall Lizards.

We descended and made a stop in deciduous woodland. There were clusters of butterflies here
including Spanish Gatekeeper and Meadow Fritillary. From there we returned to the main
road and drove north to the edge of the mountain range, at Castanar de Ibor. After coffee at a
small filling station (where an Egyptian Vulture glided past and we were mesmerised by the
packs of Common Swifts), our first stop was an extraordinary walk along a favourite track of
ours through Pyrenean Oak and Sweet Chestnut. Common Goldenring zoomed in and out of
the little stream beside us. A Copper Demoiselle and later some Beautiful Demoiselles were
seen. But most breathtaking was the huge numbers of butterflies (almost all Meadow Browns)
that moved about a foot off the ground, all flying down the track as we ascended. At a
watercourse which crossed a side-track there were clouds of Meadow Browns and Painted
Ladys on the wet earth, alongside others: including Small Skipper, Nettle-tree Butterfly, Large
Tortoiseshell, Cleopatra, Holly Blue and Common Grayling. A couple of Amanda’s Blue were
also present.

We had our picnic, just south along the road, affording us a wonderful view across the
escarpment. Then it was back to Castafiar de Ibor, this time to walk beside the river. The clear
water had trout and Grey Wagtails were present. Golden Orioles called. The dragonflies were a
delight. Western Demoiselles displayed close to the bankside vegetation. Small Pincertails
perched on rocks, there were Epaulet Skimmer and Broad Scarlet and a beautiful Orange-
winged Dropwing was also present, obliging us with lovely views as it returned to its favourite
perch.



We then returned to Trujillo, via Deleitosa, completing a large loop that had encompassed the
Villuercas from south to north. In the evening we had a memorable and beautiful evening in
the main square of Trujillo., enjoying dinner in La Meseguera restaurant and watching the
swifts, Lesser Kestrel and White Stork as dusk approached. As we left, the square illuminated,
Venus and Jupiter shone brightly to the north-west.

4 June 2026: Arrocampo Reservoir, Ramacastafias, Pico Pass




We bade farewell to Claudia and to Casa Rural El Recuerdo and started our journey to the
mountains. But first there was a stop at the Arrocampo reservoir. We visited four sites,
different places at or close to the reservoir and resulted in a superb morning’s birding.
Highlights included three Black- winged Kites, perhaps seven Squacco Herons, a juvenile Great
Spotted Cuckoo, nest-building Black-crowned Night Herons, a male Lesser Kestrel - the list
could continue. This was despite rather windy conditions which made locating singing Savi’s
Warblers rather hard.

Following coffee at Saucedilla we drove up to the foothills of the Gredos near Ramacastafias.
We searched a couple of places for Spanish Fritillary but without success, probably because it
was too late in the season. However, the time was well rewarded with a selection of great
species including Orange Featherleg, Melodious Warbler and Iberian Marbled White. After
lunch in the town and a second butterfly site visited, we made our steep ascent to the Pico
Pass.

Our stop here was amazingly productive with a host of very attractive butterflies including
Black-veined White, Niobe Fritillary, Mountain Argus and Heath Fritillary. There were some
gorgeously bizarre Owlflies too. We continued along the Tormes valley, reaching Hostel
Almansor at about 18.30.



5t June 2026: Plataforma de los Gredos, Tormes River, pines below the Parador

There was a chill to the morning, but the sky had barely light cloud cover and it remained
sunny for all day, despite the forecast of overcast conditions. As we set off from the Hostel
Almansor there was a Common Chiffchaff singing along with Western Bonelli’'s Warblers. We
drove to the Plataforma, the high-altitude car park giving access to the highest part of the
Gredos range and we walked along the granite path to over 1900 metres. As we set off, indeed
throughout the whole walk, we were accompanied by the evocative song of Ortolan Buntings.
Northern Wheatears were also in good numbers, and we watched males performing their song
flights. Reaching more open grassland, Skylarks then became the dominant sound. Other birds
included Rock Bunting, (Iberian) Dunnock, Yellow Wagtail and the sound of Quail. As we
descended, we had an unforgettable moment watching Red-tailed Rock Thrush performing its
song flights overhead. Spanish Ibex sat or stood proud on the skyline.

As we drive back down towards the Tormes valley we saw a Red-backed Shrike and an
Ocellated Lizard stood at the edge of the road. We had coffee at a bar giving magnificent views
over the Gredos range. We then returned to the Tormes River where we had our picnic. We
then walked beside the river. In the pines there were Common Crossbills, Firecrests, Pied
Flycatchers and Crested Tits. Two Tree Pipit were also seen. But what was particularly
memorable about the walk were the flower-filled banks and the variety of butterflies and other
insects.

We completed the afternoon looking for Citril Finch in the pine woods near the Parador.
Despite failing on that objective, we did see Pied Flycatcher, Common Redstart, Crested Tit
and a Honey Buzzard.



6" June 2026: La Covatilla, River Tormes at Navalcepeda

The day dawned rather overcast but as we drove to our destination the clouds had moved and
from then on, we had clear blue skies and little wind. These were perfect conditions for our
first stop at La Covatilla ski station at nearly 6500 feet above sea-level. Unlike the rocky terrain
at La Plataforma, here we were surrounded by open and gentle broom scrub. This area holds a
good population of Bluethroat and from the vicinity of the large car park we saw several birds.
These sightings included birds singing from perches atop of broom tussocks, carrying food for
chicks and some impressive song flights. Another bird watched doing a song flight was Tawny

Pipit. Other species included Red-backed Shrike, Water Pipit, Ortolan Bunting and Northern
Wheatear.




We descended toward the town of Bejar for coffee and then retraced our steps a short distance
to explore an area of more open, sun-exposed lavender scrub for butterflies and other insects.
We found Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Marsh Fritillary, Black-eyed Blues and a selection of
orchids including Stately Marsh Orchid, Bug Orchid and some impressive Common Tongue
Orchids. A Woodlark sang from a cable above our heads. Luckily there was some shade to
enjoy our picnic.

In the afternoon we walked a short way beside the River Tormes near Navalcepeda de Tormes.
Here too we found Lesser Spotted Fritillary and Adonis Blue. We had lovely views of a Bonelli’s
Warblers as well.

We completed the day enjoying a viewpoint looking south over the Gredos mountain range.

7t June 2026: River Tormes near Hoyos del Espino, Viewpoint to east, Parador Pines and
walk to east of Parador.

We enjoyed another warm and sunny day with conditions ideal for exploring the pine woods
along the Tormes River. We started with a walk upstream from the Hoyos del Espino bridge. We
found a Tree Pipit and the pines were full of Chaffinches, Short-toed Treecreepers, Crested Tits
and Western Bonelli’s Warblers. We saw a pair of Dippers flying upstream. Orange-tips,
Comma and Green-underside Blue were some of the butterflies that were new for the holiday.
Geoff caught a glimpse of a Red Squirrel too.

Following coffee beside the river we went to the viewpoint between Hoyos and Navarredonda.
Some raptors were seen (Booted Eagles and both kites) but the insects were also of interest
including mating Owlflies and Lesser Spotted Fritillary. We had our picnic there too.



This was followed by a walk below the Parador with good views of Common Redstart and Pied
Flycatcher, Crested Tit and Firecrest. We concluded the afternoon with a short exploration of
the beautiful pine woods just to the east. Here a Song Thrush in song was our first for the
week.

8™ June 2026: Return to Madrid

Leaving at 06.00 to the sound of a singing Woodlark, we sadly left the Gredos Mountains
behind us, descending on their northern flank to the impressive walled city of Avila, where we
joined the motorway to Madrid. The traffic, even after entering Madrid and following the ring
road to the airport was lighter than we had anticipated, so we arrived in excellent time at the
airport (08.45), even having made a stop for breakfast. It was the conclusion of the final holiday
at El Recuerdo, fully of memories and special moments wrapping together with all the
wonderful, shared encounters with nature over the years.

SPECIES SEEN
Birds

Egyptian Goose: Seen at Casatejada.

Mallard: Seen only two days.

Red-legged Partridge: Seen on one day.

Quail: Heard on four days in a great variety of landscapes.

Little Grebe: Seen on two days.

Great Cormorant: Seen on two days.

Little Bittern: Seen at Arrocampo.

Black-crowned Night Heron: Seen at Don Benito and Arrocampo.
Squacco Heron: Seen at Arrocampo.
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Cattle Egret: Seen on four days.
Little Egret: Seen on two days.
Great Egret: Seen at Arrocampo.
Grey Heron: Seen on two days.
Purple Heron: Seen at Mérida and Arrocampo.
White Stork: Seen almost every day.

Glossy lbis: Seen at Arrocampo and Mérida.
Spoonbill: Seen at Arrocampo.

Egyptian Vulture: Seen at Castafar de Ibor and Arrocampo.

Griffon Vulture: Seen daily.

Black Vulture: Seen almost daily.

Spanish Imperial Eagle: Seen near Jaraicejo.
Short-toed Eagle: Seen on three days.
Booted Eagle: Seen almost daily.

Black Kite: Seen daily.

Red Kite: Seen almost every day.

Marsh Harrier: Seen on two days.
Common Buzzard: Seen most days.

Honey Buzzard: Seen in the Gredos.
Sparrowhawk: Seen by Martin in the Gredos.
Black-winged Kite: Seen at Arrocampo.
Lesser Kestrel: Seen on three days
Common Kestrel: Seen on one day.
Peregrine: Seen at La Covatilla.

Moorhen: Seen on two days.

Purple Swamphen: Seen at Arrocampo.
Little Ringed Plover: Seen on one day.
Lapwing: Seen on the rice fields.

Feral Pigeon: Seen almost daily.
Woodpigeon: Seen daily.

Collared Dove: Seen almost daily.

Turtle Dove: Recorded on two days.

Great Spotted Cuckoo: Seen at Arrocampo.
Common Cuckoo: Recorded on five days.
Scops Owl: Heard on two nights.

Little Owl: Heard on one night.

Long-eared Owl: Seen flying at night on one occasion.

Alpine Swift: Seen in Monfraglie and Mérida.
Common Swift: Seen daily.

Pallid Swift: Seen in Mérida and Arrocampo.
Monk Parakeet: Seen in Madrid.

Kingfisher: Seen on two days.

Bee-eater: Seen almost daily.

Hoopoe: Seen almost daily.

Iberian Green Woodpecker: Recorded in the Tormes valley.

Great Spotted Woodpecker: Seen on four days.
Calandra Lark: Seen at Jaraicejo.
Crested Lark: Seen on one day.



58. Thekla Lark: Seen on two days.

59. Woodlark: Seen almost daily.

60. Skylark: Seen in the Gredos.

61. Crag Martin: Seen almost daily.

62. Barn Swallow: Seen almost daily.

63. Red-rumped Swallow: Seen almost daily.

64. House Martin: Seen daily.

65. Tawny Pipit: Seen at la Covatilla.

66. Tree Pipit: Seen twice in the Tormes valley.

67. Water Pipit: Recorded at La Plataforma and La Covatilla.

68. Yellow Wagtail: Seen in the Gredos Mountains.

69. Grey Wagtail: Seen on five days.

70. White Wagtail: Seen on five days.

71. Wren: Seen on five days.

72. Dipper: Seen in Tormes valley.

73. Dunnock: Seen in the Gredos Mountains.

74. Robin: Seen in the Gredos Mountains.

75. Bluethroat: Seen at La Covatilla.

76. Nightingale: Recorded almost every day.

77. Black Redstart: Seen almost daily.

78. Common Redstart: Seen in the Tormes valley.

79. Stonechat: Seen almost daily.

80. Northern Wheatear: Seen on the Gredos.

81. Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush: Seen in the Gredos.

82. Blackbird: Seen daily.

83. Song Thrush: Heard near the Parador.

84. Mistle Thrush: Recorded on five days.

85. Cetti’s Warbler: Recorded on three days.

86. Zitting Cisticola: Seen on five days.

87. Savi’s Warbler: Recorded at Arrocampo.

88. Reed Warbler: Recorded on two days.

89. Great Reed Warbler: Recorded on two days.

90. Melodious Warbler: Recorded almost daily.

91. Western Olivaceous Warbler: Seen at Don Benito and south of Mérida.

92. Dartford Warbler: Seen at Jaraicejo.

93. Spectacled Warbler: Seen at Jaraicejo.

94. Subalpine Warbler: Seen at Jaraicejo.

95. Sardinian Warbler: Seen on five days.

96. Western Orphean Warbler: Seen at Jaraicejo.

97. Common Whitethroat: Seen in the Gredos.

98. Blackcap: Seen almost daily.

99. Western Bonelli’s Warbler: Seen in the Gredos.

100. Common Chiffchaff: Heard near Hostel Almansor. A bird, probably of this
species, also seen in the Villuercas.

101. Firecrest: Seen in Tormes valley.
102. Pied Flycatcher: Seen in the Gredos.
103. Long-tailed Tit: Seen on three days.

104. Crested Tit: Seen on five days.



105. Coal Tit: Seen in the Gredos.

106. Blue Tit: Seen almost daily.

107. Great Tit: Seen almost daily.

108. Nuthatch: Recorded on four days.

109. Short-toed Treecreeper: Seen on four days.

110. Penduline Tit: Seen on two days.

111. Golden Oriole: Seen on five days.

112. Red-backed Shrike: Seen on two days.

113. Iberian Grey Shrike: Seen almost daily.

114. Woodchat Shrike: Seen almost daily.

115. Jay: Seen on six days.

116. Iberian Magpie: Seen on five days.

117. Magpie: Seen daily.

118. Red-billed Chough: Heard in the Villuercas.

119. Jackdaw: Seen on two days.

120. Carrion Crow: Seen in the Gredos.

121. Raven: Seen on four days.

122. Spotless Starling: Seen daily.

123. House Sparrow: Seen daily.

124. Spanish Sparrow: Seen on one day.

125. Tree Sparrow: Seen on one day.

126. Rock Sparrow: Heard on two days.

127. Common Waxbill: Seen on one day.

128. Chaffinch: Seen almost daily.

129. Serin: Seen daily.

130. Greenfinch: Seen on six days.

131. Crossbill: Seen in the Tormes valley.

132. Goldfinch: Seen almost daily.

133. Linnet: Seen on four days.

134. Hawfinch: Seen on six days.

135. Cirl Bunting: Recorded on three days.

136. Rock Bunting: Seen on two days

137. Ortolan Bunting: Seen in the Gredos.

138. Corn Bunting: Seen almost daily.
Mammals

1- Otter

2- Iberian Hare

3- Rabbit

4- Red Squirrel

5- Red Deer

6- Spanish Ibex
Butterflies

1. Swallowtail
2. Scarce Swallowtail
3. Black-veined White



Large White

Small White
Green-veined White
Bath White

Orange Tip

Clouded Yellow

. Cleopatra

. Brimstone

. Purple Hairstreak

. Spanish Purple Hairstreak
. False llex Hairstreak

. Small Copper

. Sooty Copper

. Purple-shot Copper

. Long-tailed Blue

. Lang’s Short-tailed Blue
. Holly Blue

. Green-underside Blue

. Black-eyed Blue

. Southern Brown Argus
. Mountain Argus

. Amanda’s Blue

. Adonis Blue

. Common Blue

. Nettle-tree Butterfly

. Two-tailed Pasha

. Southern White Admiral
. Large Tortoiseshell

. Peacock

. Painted Lady

. Small Tortoiseshell

. Comma

. Cardinal

. High Brown Fritillary

. Niobe Fritillary

. Queen of Spain Fritillary
. Glanville Fritillary

. Knapweed Fritillary

. Lesser Spotted Fritillary
. Heath Fritillary

. Meadow Fritillary

. Iberian Marbled White
. Rock Grayling

. Grayling

. Great Banded Grayling



49. Piedmont Ringlet

50. Meadow Brown

51. Southern Gatekeeper
52. Spanish Gatekeeper
53. Small Heath

54. Speckled Wood

55. Wall Brown

56. Red Underwing Skipper
57. Lulworth Skipper

58. Essex Skipper

59. Small Skipper

60. Large Skipper

Odonata

Copper Demoiselle
Beautiful Demoiselle
Western Demoiselle
Dainty Bluet
Blue-eye
Orange Fatherleg
White Featherleg
Blue Emperor
Western Clubtail

. Small Pincertail
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. Northern Banded Groundling
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. Broad Scarlet
. Broad-bodied Chaser
. Black-tailed Skimmer
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. Epaulet Skimmer
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. Keeled Skimmer
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. Long Skimmer
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. Violet Dropwing
21. Orange-winged Dropwing

Herpetofauna

Iberian Water Frog
Red-eared Terrapin
Viperine Snake

Geniez’s Wall Lizard
Guadarrama Wall Lizard
Ocellated Lizard
Schrieber’s Green Lizard
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